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Prayer Diary – January 2026
As we begin a new year, we also begin a new season in the life of the church. This month includes the start of a new sermon series in the Book of Revelation. As we listen together, may we be attentive, prayerful, and open to what God may be saying to us at this time. 
“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”  Revelation 1:3
	Thursday 1st
	We give thanks for the Seniors’ Service today and for the celebration of special birthdays among those who gather.
May this new year begin with gratitude, companionship, and joy.

	Friday 2nd 
	As the New Year opens, we remember those for whom January feels heavy — marked by grief, loneliness, or uncertainty.
May God’s presence be close and sustaining.

	Saturday 3rd 
	For all who quietly prepare worship and parish life behind the scenes — may there be space for rest as well as responsibility.

	Sunday 4th 
	“New Beginnings” is our theme for today! 
Let us also pray for Clare Hepworth, Children & Families Worker, and all involved as Kids’ Church restarts today. May our children feel welcomed and encouraged as they grow in faith & friendship.

	Monday 5th 
	For Mums, Bumps & Babies, restarting today —for warmth, support, and connection among parents and carers.

	Tuesday 6th 
	Epiphany: We remember Christ revealed to the nations.
May our own lives reflect light, generosity, and attentiveness to God’s guidance. 

	Wednesday 7th 
	We give thanks for David Peters, our Vicar, and for Marion Peters, whose support & ministry alongside him enrich parish life in so many ways. May both be sustained with wisdom, energy, and joy in their calling.

	Thursday 8th 
	For Chatterbox as it resumes today —may it continue to be a place of easy conversation, friendship, and welcome.

	Friday 9th
	We remember Lori Cook, Curate, giving thanks for her pastoral presence, teaching, and care across the parish. May she be strengthened and encouraged in her ministry.

	Saturday 10th 
	For families settling back into routines after Christmas — especially where life feels stretched or fragile.

	Sunday 11th 
	As worship continues this month, our theme being the Book of Revelation, may we be attentive listeners — open, prayerful, and grounded in trust.

	Monday 12th 
	For Wonersh & Shamley Green School as the new term gets fully underway. Let us hold pupils, staff, and families in prayer — particularly where there are hidden challenges.

	Tuesday 13th 
	We give thanks for the life of Sheila Southgate, remembered today at her Thanksgiving Service. May gratitude and hope shape this time of remembrance.

	Wednesday 14th 
	We give thanks for Jan Durrant, Curate and Parish Administrator.
For the breadth of her ministry and the many practical threads she holds together, often unseen —may she know our appreciation, support, and renewal.

	Thursday 15th 
	For the Open the Book team as they visit Wonersh and Shamley Green School today, acting out Bible stories for the younger children. May curiosity be awakened and trust gently nurtured.

	Friday 16th 
	As the Open the Book team shares the story at Bramley Infants School, may children delight in the storytelling and slowly come to know the One at its heart.

	Saturday 17th 
	We remember those living at Birtley House and Mill Court Care Homes, especially members of our church family.
We give thanks for staff and carers, and pray for dignity, compassion, and attentive care during times of transition.

	Sunday 18th 
	We pray for those who lead worship and preach this month —
that Scripture may be approached with humility, attentiveness, and faithfulness. And their message take hold in our hearts.

	Monday 19th 
	We remember our Churchwardens Martin, Carmina and Alice: Let us give thanks for their leadership, dedication and care for the life of the church.

	Tuesday 20th 
	Let us pray for Emzini, the South African charity providing shelter and support to homeless and vulnerable children. We give thanks for the generosity shown through the summer produce stall outside church, and for the faithfulness of Martin & Catherine Keech behind it. May these children know safety, care, and hope.

	Wednesday 21st 
	For all those whose daily work involves caring for others — professionally or informally —may they find replenishment as well as responsibility.

	Thursday 22nd 
	We pray for outreach among men across the parish —that invitations may be offered with warmth, received with openness, and rooted in genuine welcome. As plans are made for future men’s gatherings, may these become places of friendship, belonging, and honest conversation.

	Friday 23rd 
	We hold before God our government and all who carry responsibility for decision-making in the year ahead. As 2026 unfolds we face profoundly complex challenges! May wisdom, integrity, and concern for the common good shape public life.

	Saturday 24th
	For musicians, readers, servers, and all preparing for worship —
that Sunday may be shaped by generosity and grace.

	Sunday 25th 
	Let us remember Paddy Beresford as he speaks in Ditchling today. We also give thanks for his ongoing chaplaincy work with Jews for Jesus, including pastoral care, training, and support offered across many teams worldwide.

	Monday 26th 
	For clergy, staff, and volunteers returning to regular rhythms after the holiday season —may they be given discernment to create a good balance between commitment and care.

	Tuesday 27th 
	We give thanks for the work of YMCA DownsLink Group, remembering staff and volunteers who have supported young people throughout the Christmas period. May they find renewed strength and resilience.

	Wednesday 28th 
	For Great Lakes Outreach, thanking God for their impact across Burundi, and for their partnership with Scripture Union Burundi in providing daily Bible reading notes across the nation.

	Thursday 29th 
	For Tearfund and Viva, as our formal partnerships come to an end. May this transition be handled with grace, and may their work continue to flourish. As we look ahead into the year, we ask for God’s guidance as we discern new mission partners. May compassion, wisdom, and attentiveness shape our choices.

	Friday 30th 
	We pray for the nations of the world, especially where economic instability threatens livelihoods and security. May just systems be strengthened, resources shared wisely, and the most vulnerable protected from bearing the heaviest cost.

	Saturday 31st
	As January closes, we pause —giving thanks for all that has been entrusted to us, commending the year ahead into God’s care.



“See, I am making all things new.” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.” 					       Revelation 21:5–6

Thank you for helping us keep our parish life rooted in prayer.

Please pass any prayer items for February 2026 - to Jeremy Marks (jeremy@courage.org.uk)  
Early submissions help with planning and are greatly appreciated. Many thanks.
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