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February 2021
Curate’s letter . . .
Dear Friends,
The more observant among you will notice that David's picture has changed! I am
Kia Pakenham, the curate (vicar in training) for Wonersh and Blackheath. David is
taking a well-earned break before being licensed as our new Vicar in May; and in the
meantime I am stepping in, with our rather marvellous team, to take the reins.
Our New Year hasn't started out quite how we would have liked it, has it?
It is hard to choose optimism in the dark, in the cold, whilst surrounded by bad news
stories. Our mental health, our finances and our relationships may be struggling but
our community spirit and our care for one another are lights in the darkness.
There is cause for hope with the vaccines being rolled out and spring just round the
corner. Standing firm with patience and a healthy dose of optimism seems to be the
order of the day!
Some friends and I were reflecting on the fact that every day feels the same - the film
Groundhog Day sprang to mind! The same screen, the same room, the same
conversations and it becomes so weary and tiresome.
Our minds and our hearts become restless and frustrated with the reality of what is.
But as Christians, as followers of Christ, we know that this is not all there is. The
reality that is presented in front of us - our day-to-day - is not the only reality by
which we live. There is another way to see the world, to engage with the world, a
world that we see now only ‘through a glass, darkly’, as St Paul put it (1 Corinthians
13:12).
We can find peace for our restless hearts in the here and now, through the real
presence of our Father. As St Augustine put it: 'You have made us for yourself, O
Lord, and our hearts are restless until they find rest in you'.
With love,

Kia

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Information in this issue of the Parish Magazine may be liable to
change, depending on current Government regulations - please check
the church website for the most up-to-date information on services.
For other events, you are advised to check with the organisers.
Cover photograph courtesy of Graham Jelley (GM Jelley Photography)

www.wonershchurch.org.uk
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February Diary
for St John the Baptist Church, Wonersh
With the unprecedented rise in Covid 19 infections we have decided to suspend all
public worship in the parish of Wonersh and Blackheath. This decision was not
taken lightly but it was felt to be the responsible course of action.
However, St Martin’s, Blackheath, is still open for private prayer on Wednesdays
and Sundays during daylight hours (8 am - 4 pm).

Join us each week for a Service of Worship, teaching and prayer
from the comfort of your own home!
Our services are available via YouTube:
http://tiny.cc/WonershYouTube
We are still here for you, online, on email and on the phone. Please do get in touch
if you or someone you know needs practical help or support.
In these difficult times you may also just need a friendly ear: we are especially here
for that! So do please feel that you can just call for a chat and a cup of tea over the
phone - 07985 222012.
For all up-to-date information do please go to our website:
www.wonershchurch.org.uk

Prayer - We have set up a dedicated prayer email address for prayer requests:
prayer@wonershchurch.org.uk.

Church Office - operating remotely
In order that you can still keep in touch with us, we have purchased a church mobile
phone - if you need anything, please call 07985 222012 (during the usual hours) or
email office@wonershchurch.org.uk and we’ll do our best to help you or redirect
you to the appropriate person.
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Evening Prayer on Zoom
Sunday 21st February, 6 pm
Led by Rev. Jens Markel
All welcome
(Zoom link will be advertised on Church Family email)

Other Church Activities
Children and Families: We keep families up to date as restrictions and plans
evolve, so please contact Sarah Rowden (sarah@wonershchurch.org.uk) to be added
to the mailing list. You can also catch up with our 'Big Worship' family services on
the Church YouTube channel.
Youth meetings and youth worship will remain online: contact Sarah Rowden
(sarah@wonershchurch.org.uk) for access to Youth Zoom activities. Details may
change at the last minute, so see the Church Calendar which is being kept up to
date and responsive to changes.
The Thursday service at 10.30 am will, for the time being, remain delivered by
email or hard copy as at present. This will be reviewed from time to time to take
into account any change in guidelines.
Home Groups should continue to meet via Zoom, if possible, until guidelines are
relaxed.
Lawnsmead Hall is currently CLOSED for external bookings.

Monthly Musings
This picture is really resonating with me
at the moment. We are nearly there but not quite there yet! As the daylight
hours get longer and spring begins to
stir underfoot let us hold tight, stand
firm and lean into the promise of a
brighter future.
Revd Kia

Copy Deadline for March 2021
Please submit articles for the February magazine by Monday 15th February.
E-mail address for copy is CamillaGosden@aol.com (tel. 502076).
For advertising, please contact John Gosden (JohnGosden@aol.com or tel.502076).
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Welcome, Jens!
“Hello, my name is Jens Mankel and I will be joining you at
Wonersh and Blackheath occasionally over the next few
months to support the team. I was a pastor in Frankfurt,
Germany, for many years and I am currently working as the
Church Planting and Fresh Expressions Enabler for the
Diocese of Guildford as well as serving my curacy at St
Saviour’s Church in Guildford. I studied Evangelism at
Trinity College, Bristol, and I hold a Master’s degree in
Pastoral Theology from Heythrop College, University of London.
My wife Coralie, who is English, and I moved to Guildford from Germany in 2013 to
give our six children some experience of their English heritage. I enjoy the outdoors
with my family, camping, climbing and working with wood.”
We are very excited about Jens joining us and we look forward to getting to know
him over the next few months.

What is a Fresh Expression?
Fresh Expressions have been part of the missional landscape long before the Church
of England published its Mission Shaped Church report in 2004. This vital report
highlighted changes in culture, trends in church attendance and suggested the future
of mission needed to create a ‘mixed economy’ of church practice, including what it
called ‘Fresh Expressions of Church’: new forms of church that emerge within
contemporary culture and engage primarily with those who don’t ‘go to church’.
Believing that the missional God is already at work in the world, Fresh Expressions
reimagine how the Body of Christ can live and work in changing times. We seek to
join in with the work of the Spirit and reach out to those around us.
Fresh Expressions of Church usually emerge when:
•
The Spirit of God speaks to people about the missional needs of an area, group of
people or culture.
•
When people band together to try and explore something new or take the Church
to new ground.
•
When local people’s needs or hopes intersect with faithful people who feel God’s
call to start something.
•
When that sense of call leads to action, usually in forming a community or
serving people locally to start with.
Fresh Expressions of Church take several different forms, such as Messy Church,
New Monastic Communities, Cafe Church or Alternative Worship - to name but a
few.
(Taken from https://freshexpressions.org.uk)
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Bereavement Support Jackie Waterfall

I am delighted to be joining Kia as Bereavement Support, the
church’s new outreach at St John’s, Wonersh, and St Martin’s,
Blackheath, to those in the community going through loss,
bereavement and all the many aspects that grief brings in its
wake.
Bereavement Support’s role, after the initial clergy visit and funeral, is to provide
further care, support or just a listening ear during the ensuing mourning process, if
needed. However, we know that grief has no timetable and so anyone who may be
struggling with their bereavement weeks, months or even years after the event is also
very welcome to contact us (bereavementsupport@wonershchurch.org.uk) and we
can talk and share with you anything that may be on your mind.
So, a little information about me: I live in Wonersh with my husband and dachshund,
Jasper, and have two children and a grandson. I grew up in Guildford and Shamley
Green and my journey with God began in the old Congregational church in
Guildford which later became the United Reformed Church.
Time and circumstances moved on and in 2000 I was living with my family in
Merrow and attending St John’s church there. After some very difficult years with
my teenage daughter when the church was an enormous support, I felt called to give
back to the community and thus, at the suggestion of the rector, I embarked on the
Pastoral Assistants course in 2001, qualifying in 2002. My hope after my training
was that I could focus on bereavement support but God, in His wisdom, had other
plans for me! I recognise God’s voice in coincidences and finally, after several
blocked attempts to go further down this path, accepted that this was not part of His
plan.
On finishing the course, I joined the baptism team, ran various listening courses,
helped run the Alpha courses and served on the Family Helpline based in Dorking.
In 2004 I was asked to become a tutor on the Pastoral Assistants course which I did
for 4 years, meeting our Nansi Parker along the way. Running alongside this I had
set up Solace which was an outreach initiative specifically designed to provide
support to parents who were having struggles with their teenage children as I had
once done.
We moved to Wonersh in 2012 and ran headlong into more family drama and so I
took a step back from pastoral work for some years.
I have known David Peters in a professional capacity during my working years and
am delighted like everyone that he is to be our vicar. After the announcement, Kia
asked to visit and I had a feeling she might be about to suggest a return to pastoral
work in some capacity and must admit that, when she broached the Bereavement
Support idea, I burst out laughing and had to explain this strange response!
God is most gracious and, I feel, knew I had to walk many paths with Him to gain
the sometimes difficult experience necessary to serve this particular purpose and I
look forward to this new chapter in my life.
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Lent Courses 2021
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Taketime is a Fresh Expression of Church, inspired by Ignatian Spirituality, which
has grown out of Rev. Clive McKie’s prison and Church ministry. It enables people,
with or without a Church background, to meet with Jesus in their imagination and to
find a non-directive, experiential, therapeutic, transformational spirituality.
Over the course of 6 weeks, we will use our imagination to meet with Jesus as he
journeys to the cross, using these passages in the Bible:
1)
Mark 14:1-9 - Anointed in Bethany
2)
Mark 14:12-16 - Passover Preparation
3)
Mark 14:17-21 - Betrayal
4)
Mark 14:22-26 - Last Supper
5)
Mark 14:27-40 - Gethsemane
6)
Mark 15:22-32 - Crucifixion
We will meet on Zoom, starting at 2 pm on Wednesday 17th February.
Kia Pakenham

Christianity and Climate Change
Would you like to take a closer look at the climate crisis and how Christians are
called to respond? If so, please join me on Thursday evenings during Lent for
Christianity and climate change - a six-week series in which we’ll explore what the
Bible has to say about this vital topic and how we can respond in prayer and action.
Each week, we’ll watch a short film featuring Katharine Hayhoe - an internationally
renowned Christian climate scientist - and use this as a basis for discussion.
We’ll meet via Zoom from 7:30 - 8:30 pm on Thursdays throughout Lent, starting
on Thursday 18th February.
Jane Boswell

Paintings
Would you like to consider something different for Lent this year?

Firstly, it will be on Zoom – groan! groan!

Secondly, it will not be a book or a course to read and think about, but
paintings to gaze at.
When Kia asked me whether I would like to run a Lent Group studying a book, I
didn’t immediately jump at the idea. Instead, I found myself thinking: PAINTINGS!
The plan is that each Tuesday during Lent, starting on Tuesday 23rd February,
from 7.30 – 8.30 pm, we will have an introduction to two paintings, the first by a
classical artist and the second more modern. Each would be done in turn. Having
had time to gaze, we might then want to share any questions or comments.
This would be new ground for me, but if you would like to join in the learning curve
you would be most welcome!
Patsy Kettle
To register interest in any Lent course, please email office@wonershchurch.org.uk.
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A Book for Lent
If attending a 'course' isn't your style and you would prefer to observe Lent at your
own pace, then we can wholeheartedly recommend this book:
‘The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry: How to stay emotionally healthy and
spiritually alive in the chaos of the modern world' by John Mark Comer.
In this current climate a lot of us are re-evaluating our lives:
What will the new normal look like?
What do I want to leave behind and what changes can I make moving forward?
This book may help us to summon the courage to look at our lives and to make those
changes. After all, who doesn't want a life lived in all its fullness?
Emmaus Road studied this book last year and, to help us grasp the concepts within
its pages, have recorded podcasts which can be accessed here:
https://emmausrd.com/series/the-ruthless-elimination-of-hurry/
And the book may be bought here, or (if you prefer to avoid Amazon!) from online
Christian bookshops such as re-vived.com, eden.co.uk or CLC.
Enjoy at your leisure!

Standing in the Waterfall
‘Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!’ (Matthew 20:30)
If you think about mercy, you may picture it as being something like a Roman
gladiatorial event, of two men fighting: when one man got the upper hand, he had to
look to the Emperor in the stands to determine whether or not he should show mercy
to his opponent. This act of mercy depended on whether the Emperor was in a good
mood, or if it had been a good fight.
Is that what the mercy of God is about? Does it depend on God’s mood, or on
whether you deserve His mercy?
Perhaps a better picture of mercy is that of a waterfall: it flows, and nothing can stop
it flowing. When you ask God to have mercy, it is not that you ask Him to do
something that is contrary to His nature.
Rather, you are reminding yourself of what is
freely available and always there, and giving
yourself permission to stand beneath that
waterfall. Often, it is about giving yourself
this permission, because so much of the time
it is you who is the barrier to God’s mercy by
feeling you are excluded.
As you come to God in prayer today, you are
already standing before a continuous
waterfall of His mercy. Begin to believe that
it is for you.
HealingMission
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Accounts - Bookkeeping
Tax and VAT Returns
Payroll - Business Planning
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CROWZON BUILDERS LTD
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General Building Work
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and reliable
General
Work
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(Specialising in Extensions & Alterations)

(Specialising in Extensions & Alterations)

I provide a unique service tailored to assist with tasks
you don’t have time for or find difficult to do yourself.
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Please contact Rand Ellen
No Job TooforSmall
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Experienced in all aspects of wall coverings,
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Over 30 years experience.
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www.pa-time.co.uk
Email: joshdjohnson8@gmail.com
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Blackheath Focus
February 2021

Services at St Martin’s Church
After consultation, we have taken the sad decision that in light of the high level of
transmission of the Covid virus, and cases in the area, we are suspending services at
St Martin’s for the time being. Initially this will be for the whole of February, and
we will reassess the situation again for March.
In the meantime, the church will be open for individual Private Prayer and
Reflection on Sundays and Wednesdays, 8 am to 4 pm as usual, unless the
Government/Diocesan rules/guidelines change. Please follow Covid protocol and
sign in on entry.
This is such a difficult time for everyone but hopefully there is some light at the end
of the tunnel with the rolling-out of the vaccine programme. The St Martin’s Care
Team is there should you need help; and do get in touch if there is more we can do,
or if you or your family are in need of special prayers.
patriciaallen515@gmail.com
01483 893094

Nativity Scene from St Martin’s
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St Martin’s Church
at Christmas

Evening Prayer on Zoom
Sunday 21st February, 6 pm

Led by Rev. Jens Markel
All welcome
(Zoom link will be advertised on Church Family email)

R.I.P. Peter Harrison
My thanks go to all those who sent love and sympathy to me and Zoe after the death
of my husband Peter.
Although it was unexpected, he died peacefully at his care home on 12 th January.
Elaine Harrison
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The Villagers Pub
Blackheath Village Society (BVS) is continuing
its near-decade fight to save The Villagers Pub,
following a recent application to convert it into a
residential property.
For more details, see
www.blackheathsurrey.co.uk.
For around nine years the premises have stood empty but BVS has managed to
protect the site from being completely redeveloped, largely helped by attaining asset
of community value (ACV) status which defines the pub as having "furthered the
social wellbeing and interests of the local community".
We wish to diversify from a traditional pub and attract local residents, as we feel that
a themed art pub and café will create a huge amount of interest and curiosity; with
the concept of art, it is possible to create a hub which will support many local artists,
providing possibilities for exhibitions. The layout of the pub permits the possibility
for the first floor to be booked as an area for a small meeting and/or a workplace
with internet provided.
The objective of the BVS Pub Committee is not to promote a destination pub, as the
unit is too small to compete with other local public houses. Our vision is to provide
a local licensed community facility for the locals, with a lunch and take-away service
for those now working from home, and afternoon coffee for visitors to Blackheath
Common.
The Art Café, Brasserie & Pub daily routine could be organised as follows:
9 am - 11 am
Art Café - Coffee & Breakfast
11 am - 3 pm
Lunch menu
5 pm - 9 pm
Pub - Pub and snack meals
We will provide a full service throughout the year, utilising the garden more
extensively in the summer months; and will look at other opportunities, with the
possible introduction of a bicycle workshop for both road and mountain bike riders.
See the recent article in Surrey Live here; and the latest Planning application here
(comments due by Tuesday 2nd February, so don’t delay!).
Paul Brodie (BVS committee member)
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Prayer is our Greatest Power
It can be difficult to know where to start when praying for a crisis as large as
coronavirus. But as Pete Greig (founder of 24/7 Prayer) says: ‘I am convinced that
prayer is not only our greatest privilege, but also our greatest source of power.’
Our God is able to do immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine. So Tearfund
has created a prayer guide to help you bring everything before God, using the
acronym P-R-A-Y: Praise - Reflect - Ask - Yield:

Praise
Listen to, or sing, a song of worship to help you focus on God and become aware of
His presence.

Reflect
To help build our faith, we reflect on the nature of the One to whom we pray:
•
We give thanks that God is enthroned in the heavens and yet is close to the
poor and broken-hearted (Psalm 103:19, Psalm 34:18)
•
We give thanks that God hears and responds to our prayers (Psalm 145:18,
Matthew 7:11)

Ask
For many families in poorer countries, being in lockdown means no longer being
able to earn enough to feed your children. In places where malnutrition is already a
problem, even more people are going hungry and face the risk of starvation. As
Tearfund delivers emergency food and supplies to the most vulnerable communities,
ask for God’s provision for families in need.
Millions of people around the world who may get very ill from coronavirus will have
no access to healthcare. People in rural villages might have miles to walk to the
nearest clinic. Equipment, such as ventilators, is scarce - even in the larger hospitals.
Ask God to protect countries where there is a lack of basic healthcare.

Yield
Spend a few moments in quiet asking God how he would have you be the answer to
your prayers. You may wish to pray: Lord, show me how You would have me show
my love to my local and global neighbours in this season, in both prayer and action.

‘It’s easy for us to focus on the scale of the problem and feel afraid or hopeless. One
of the great things about spending time with God is that we begin to see things from
His perspective. We see that He is in control and He often shows us ways we can
use our resources to help people in need. So let’s stand together with our global
sisters and brothers and pray - lifting up all our concerns to our God who cares.’
Lucie Nguessan (Tearfund West Africa Team)

www.tearfund.org
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Village News
Wonersh & District Garden Club
The Garden Club continues to flourish despite Covid restrictions, with
a relatively full programme. In December, members were given a kit
to make a Christmas decoration, and also had the fun of a Garden Quiz
in the form of an Advent calendar.
Plans for the future include Zoom talks, the first one being ‘Fantastic Herbaceous
Perennials’. Garden visits, shows and face-to-face meetings, when permitted, are
also planned.
Members are not only from Wonersh, but also from Bramley, Chilworth and
Blackheath. The Club meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 7.15 pm.
New members are always welcome - contact Hilary Goodridge (Chairman) on 01483
535108 or hilarygoodridge@ymail.com.

Wonersh History Society
Our next meeting will be at 2.30 pm on Saturday 20th March via Zoom.
Trevor Brook will give a presentation on "The History of Newlands Corner".
Society members will receive an email invitation with login details nearer the day.
To join the Society please see our website:

www.wonershhistory.co.uk

Wonersh Cricket Club
As the days start to get longer, the beginning of the New Year signals
the time the Cricket Club picks up pace in its planning for the
forthcoming season. As you’d expect, we are all slightly apprehensive
and wondering if the season will start on time (for us, towards the end of April) and,
if it does, under what measures any activity must be . . . but the organising and
planning has to continue regardless.
I am sure most of you passing the Common will have seen the hard word which our
excellent groundsman continues to do on the square, outfield and indeed the whole
of the Common, and that work does not stop through the colder months. We have
also completed a couple of small projects already this autumn/winter, such as
improving the paving and the paths directly surrounding the Pavilion.
We are always looking for new members - playing and non-playing - so if you are in
any way interested in playing or know anyone (whatever age or ability) looking for a
regular or even occasional game of cricket, or indeed would just like to get involved
in the club, please contact us: wonershcc@gmail.com.
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WonCares is back driving!
As well as continuing with collecting prescriptions, doing some shopping and
returning library books, WonCares is now back with a limited number of drivers
who are willing to take Wonersh residents to medical appointments only.
Our drivers have been equipped with masks, gloves, anti-bac/anti-viral wipes,
sanitiser and tissues to ensure they can make their cars as clean as possible before
taking someone to a medical appointment. Ring 894004 and leave a message, and
one of our Duty Officers will ring you back and explain how everything will work
(we are following the Government recommendations to carry passengers in the back
seat, keep a window a little open, etc.) in order to keep everyone as safe as possible.
Remember, help is just a call away - ring 01483 894004.

Bramley Library
Bramley Library is staying open, between 10 am and noon on
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday mornings; and also Thursday
afternoons, 2.30 - 4.30 pm.
It is open for people to collect reservations made either online or through the SCC
ReadyRead service. Books can be returned at any time through the book drop.
Unfortunately no other facilities are able to be offered at present.

Book Keeper and Assistant to the Clerk
for Wonersh Parish Council
£13-15 per hour (up to 20 hours per month) - negotiable
Wonersh Civil Parish, comprising three villages - Blackheath, Wonersh and
Shamley Green - is looking for a Book Keeper / Assistant to the Clerk.
The main tasks include:
•
Monitor and balance Council’s accounts
•
Receive invoices for goods and services to be paid for by Council, and arrange
payment of these
•
Complete VAT return
•
Assist in compiling reports for audit purposes
•
Carry out administrative duties at the request of the Parish Clerk
The job is very flexible and based at home, but with a monthly meeting at the Parish
Office.
Interviews will be via Zoom. To apply, email clerk@wonershparish.org for full
details and application form; or to discuss, call 01483 892601.
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Wonersh United Reformed Church
Ministers: Revd Graham Hoslett (tel: 07748 501092)
Revd Helen Everard (tel: 07716 647288)
Facebook - Wonersh United Reformed Church

Wonersh URC in February
Since we are in lockdown, and following advice from the United Reformed Church,
we agreed it would be better for us not to meet for worship at the church over the
next few weeks. Instead, we shall continue to livestream a Service of Worship on
our church Facebook page (this may at times be a pre-recorded service). Our
preachers for February include our minister Rev. Helen Everard and Mrs Vivien
Gerhold. In addition, we are posting out a service on paper for those who are unable
to access Facebook.
Our Facebook page also has a Bible reading, a thought and a prayer every weekday.
This is new for 2021 and we are aiming to read the New Testament, a chapter a day,
through the year.
We are continuing to have Tea@3 on Zoom: the meeting code is 843 5036 9816 and
the meeting password is 343764. All are welcome to join us for a chat every
Thursday from 3 pm till 4 pm.
As always, if you have a need or are feeling lonely or just need a chat, please feel
free to ring Helen or Graham. It is so important at this time that no-one is left
feeling isolated and alone.
All of us at Wonersh URC encourage you to stay safe throughout February, and look
forward to happier times ahead.
Rev. Helen Everard

Wonersh Speedwatch
The team of volunteers who monitor the traffic speed through
Wonersh village are on standby at present, due to the pandemic. It
is intended that this activity will recommence once the restrictions
have been removed and further training is given.
The speed of traffic is an increasing concern, with many vehicles exceeding the
30mph limit, primarily due to the volume of cars and commercial vehicles especially
in The Street, Kings Road and Cranleigh Road.
It would be beneficial for Wonersh residents to adhere to the 30mph limit and ask
visiting friends and family from outside of the village to do so as well.
We hope to be back on the Speedwatch routine soon, so we can help reduce speed to
eliminate any potential accidents.
Thankfully, there have been only 5 such incidents in the last 10 years – BUT
THAT’S 5 TOO MANY!
Malcolm Scott – Speedwatch Co-ordinator
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Please do not contact the NHS for a vaccination before then!

GARDEN DESIGN

Would YOU like to advertise
in this space?

Pruning, Perennials, Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Fruit Trees
Maintain Greenhouses, Frames & Vegetable Patches
46 years experience

If so, ring John Gosden on 01483 502076
or e-mail johngosden@aol.com

Mobile: 07340 525136
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U3A Wonersh & District
(including Blackheath, Bramley, Chilworth, Shalford & Shamley Green)

Programme
Under the current Covid restrictions we cannot announce our programme of events
and activities for 2021 until the way forward becomes much clearer. We are, of
course, putting provisional plans in place in readiness for when we can resume.

Meetings & Activities
With the sudden arrival of Lockdown Mk3 and the new highly infectious variant, we
have put on hold our programme of Short Walks along with the French, Latin and
Listening to Music group meetings which were previously able to take place with
number limitations. However, members of our Opera group have been receiving
monthly newsletters and notes from their presenter. In addition, our Book Club has
been holding its monthly meetings by ‘Zoom’. All other activity groups are unable
to restart due to regulations imposed.

‘Zoom’ Presentations
The special illustrated presentations made by invited guest presenters will definitely
continue as they are proving a great success with 40 or 50 ‘remote attendees’ at each.
We have many interesting and varied talks lined up to see us through the winter
months and beyond. These will also now include some designed for all gardening
enthusiasts. There will be two presentations each month and details for each will be
circulated approximately a week beforehand. Please do join us, and remember you
do not have to download any ‘apps’ to your laptop, tablet or PC: just click/tap on the
link we send you by email at the specified time and date... it’s so easy!
To give you an idea of the variety of these presentations, the following are planned
in the next couple of months (those marked with an asterisk* will be of particular
interest to all garden lovers):
Fri 12 February
‘The Belgian Royal Family’ (Melanie Gibson)
Mon 22 February
* ‘Lyrical La Mortella’ (Rosemary Legrand) *
Thur 04 March
‘Namibia and Botswana Odyssey’ (Chris Legrand)
Thur 25 March
‘Curious Kent’ (John Vigar)
Mon 29 March
* ‘New Zealand North Island’ (Rosemary Legrand) *

Devon Holiday 2021
Our five-day Spring Holiday at Tiverton, Devon, was cancelled for 2020 and
rescheduled for Spring 2021. However, even this may prove too optimistic, and the
holiday could be cancelled totally or rescheduled to autumn. If you are interested in
joining the group holiday, please contact us for full information.
Newcomers are welcome from the retired/semi-retired communities of Wonersh
and all surrounding villages. For further details and event bookings, please
phone: Cilla Morris, 01483 892348.
For general information, please visit: https://u3asites.org.uk/wonersh.
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North Guildford Food Bank
We want to thank you for your generous support last year, and to give
you some information about our activities over the last 9 months in
particular. As you can imagine, it’s been an extremely busy time for us, and we have
had to be agile about amending our processes to carry on providing food throughout.
Thanks to a huge team of very dedicated volunteers, and to donors such as
yourselves, we have been able to continue seamlessly, and in fact have been able to
be more generous in our parcels so that they last for closer to a week and now
include some fresh items such as bread, cheese, milk and butter (carrots, potatoes
and eggs were already part of our pack).
Demand for parcels was huge at the beginning of lockdown when we were giving
out more than 3 times our pre-Covid average. Since then things have calmed down,
with other projects around the town which were put in place, so that in general we’ve
been about 2 times busier than usual. The chart below shows the monthly figures
compared to the previous year:

Over Christmas we organised and put together a special additional bag for each
household, filled with Christmas goodies donated by local schools, businesses,
community groups, churches and individuals. We were also able to include a
supermarket voucher for everyone in these bags (giving out a total of just over
£5,000), for which clients have been hugely grateful.
It is the generosity of local people such as yourselves that allows us to continue
confidently to provide for people who are struggling at the moment, and we have
been quite overwhelmed by the level of support we’ve received
This month we are in need of the following items which can be left, as usual, on the
doorstep of 10 Little Orchard Way, Shalford, GU4 8JY:
Drinking chocolate
Instant coffee
Laundry detergent
Shampoo/conditioner
Shaving foam/gel
We are still needing strong plastic bags/bags for life (though we do use cardboard
boxes when we can).
May we wish you well in 2021.
Heather & the Foodbank team
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St Catherine’s School Update
February 2021

In light of the current situation with Covid-19, we are unable to welcome you in
person to our Open Mornings but you will be able to access a virtual tour.

St Catherine’s Prep School Open Mornings - 9.45 am – 11.45 am
Friday 5th February and Thursday 11th March
For more details please contact Mrs Sally Manhire on 01483 899665 or
prepadmissions@stcatherines.info

St Catherine’s Senior School Open Morning - 9.15 am – 11.45 am
Friday 12th March
For more details please contact Mrs Clare Woodgates on 01483 899609 or
admissions@stcatherines.info

ST CATHERINE'S PRESENTS
The Life and Times of George Orwell
Wednesday 10th March, 7.30 - 9 pm
Join this Zoom event for a fascinating insight into the life of George
Orwell presented by his son Richard Blair.
This event is open to everyone and is free, but please book your place by
emailing us at association@stcatherines.info. We will send out the Zoom link
before the event.

Praying when Times are Tough
Praying can often feel difficult when we’re experiencing exhaustion, anger or
despair. Many of us will have only seen an increase in these emotions over the last
year due to the coronavirus pandemic, on top of life’s other challenges.
No matter what was going on in the world, Jesus would slip away and pray. Even
when he was scared, Jesus prioritised time with the Father. It sustained him. And
we can get the same peace, strength, purpose and joy from following his example
and keeping a rhythm of prayer, even when times are difficult.
“No matter what happens, God is faithful and He remains the same. Keep your eyes
fixed on God and remember that we are living in a world with high uncertainty. You
may be feeling shaken, but remember that you are valuable, you are created in God’s
image and He has marked us with His seal (Ephesians 1:13) and that’s what matters.
This fact cannot be changed!”
Muna Abu Ghazaleh
(Tearfund’s Eurasia & North Africa Team
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Investec International
Music Festival 2021
As the countrywide vaccination programme gathers pace, the festival is busily
looking ahead to the spring and its plans for a safe and, if still necessary, sociallydistanced 2021 season. Thanks to an early decision to concentrate on intimate
chamber music in light and airy venues and to plan two performances, each of
slightly reduced length with no interval programme, we are very hopeful that our
season can proceed as planned. Ticket sales will be delayed by a few weeks until we
all have a little more certainty about the easing of lockdown - watch this space for
updates or see www.iimf.co.uk; but do make a note in your diaries now to be sure
the concert dates are safely ear-marked!
Friday 30th April: Pilgrim's Concert, Guided Walk & Talk at St Martha's Church,
Chilworth - 10.30 am and 1.30 pm
Thursday 6th May: Bright Apollo's Lute - Lute & theorbo recital by Paula
Chateauneuf at West Horsley Place - 6 pm and 8.15 pm
Saturday 8th May: The Tallis Scholars at Holy Trinity Church, Guildford - 6 pm
and 8.30 pm
Thursday 13th May: Piano Duo Recital by Wu Qian & Juho Pohjonen at Holy
Trinity Church, Bramley - 6.30 pm and 8.30 pm
Saturday 15th May: Jess Gillam (saxophone), Alexander Sitkovetsky
(violin) and Friends at Holy Trinity Church, Guildford - 6 pm and
8.30 pm
There is still time to join up as a 2021 Festival Friend if you would like to benefit
from ticket discounts and the all-important Priority Booking Period - see
www.iimf.co.uk/about-us/friends/ for more details and to join online.
Looking forward to being able to reunite later in the spring and to celebrating
together the return of live music to the Surrey Hills!

A Prayer for all those
affected by COVID-19
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of Your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort,
knowing that nothing can separate us from Your love.
In Christ Jesus our Lord,
Amen.
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Over the last two years, Chief Constable Gavin Stephens and PCC David Munro
have travelled around the county meeting local residents, joined by the local
Borough Commander. These events are an opportunity to hear what the Force is
doing to support local residents and it is a chance for communities to ask questions.
This year, ‘Policing your Community’ events are being held virtually!
Guildford Monday 1st February, 7 pm - 8 pm
Waverley
Wednesday 3rd February, 5.30 pm - 6.30 pm
To register for these events, or watch this year’s previous events, visit Policing your
Community on the Surrey Police website.

COVID-19 Vaccine Scams
Surrey Police is warning residents to stay alert to a rising number of
scams relating to the COVID-19 vaccine. Fraudsters are sending phishing emails
and texts, making cold calls and directly doorstepping people with offers of a Covid19 vaccine. Often they claim to be from the NHS and direct victims to an authenticlooking website where they’re asked for their personal details. In some cases, the
victim is told that someone will attend their home to administer the vaccine.
They will typically take money from the victim by charging for the vaccine, or by
harvesting their personal and financial details which they will use to take money
from their bank account. Elderly and vulnerable people who are isolated,
particularly due to the Covid-19 pandemic, are often a target for these scams.
Please remember that the NHS will never:
•
Ask for payment – the vaccine is free for everyone
•
Ask for your bank details
•
Arrive unannounced at your home to administer a vaccine
•
Ask you for your personal details via email or text
If you receive a phishing email or text, don’t click on any links or attachments.
Similarly, if you receive a cold call hang up and report it to the Crimestoppers Covid
Fraud Hotline on 0800 587 5030. If you’re approached at home, please contact us
directly by calling 101 as soon as you can. We have dedicated caseworkers who will
support victims and help to prevent them from falling victim to further scams.
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Compassion for Refugees
There are currently over 26 million refugees around the world, half of whom are
children. These are people who have been through horrors that we can scarcely
imagine. They have been forced from their homes by conflict, persecution, disasters
such as floods and drought, and extreme poverty. Many will have been separated
from loved ones; many will be traumatised and grieving.
As Tearfund works to help restore hope and dignity to refugees, please pray:
God of love,
You are the God who takes the side of the oppressed.
You are the God who is close to the broken-hearted.
You are the God who raises high the humble.
We pray for refugees around the world.
May they be welcomed with open arms,
May their needs for food, shelter, clothing and love be met.
May their wounds - emotional and physical - be healed.
We pray that the world will hear their plight.
We pray that the world will have compassion.
We pray that the world will take action on their behalf.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Gideon Heugh (Tearfund)

A Prayer by John Wesley
Let us ask God for the grace and courage to live out His truth in this time
of increased pressure:
Heavenly Father,
I am no longer my own but Yours.
Put me to what You will,
rank me with whom You will;
put me to doing, put me to suffering;
let me be employed for You, or laid aside for You;
exalted for You, or brought low for You;
let me be full, let me be empty;
let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things
to Your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
You are mine and I am Yours. So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.
Amen
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VICAR ELECT: Revd David Peters (from May 2021)
CHURCH OFFICE
07985 222012
office@wonershchurch.org.uk
(for all church contacts)

Village Contact Points
Wonersh & Shamley Green CE Primary School
Headteacher: Mr Tim Cheesman

892345

Police:
Emergency 999 or 112
Non-emergency 101
Safer Neighbourhood Team
email: waverley@surrey.pnn.police.uk
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer: PC Barry Baldwin (ID 2774)
PCSO: Phillip Snow (ID 14275)
snow14275@surrey.pnn.police.uk
Waverley Borough Councillor: Michael Goodridge MBE
535108
michael.goodridge@waverley.gov.uk
Lawnsmead Hall: Church Office temporary number

07985 222012

Memorial Hall: Mrs Marian Cozens

892579

WonCares (Monday to Friday)

894004

Wonersh Connections

www.wonershconnections.org

1st Wonersh Scout Group
Group Scout Leader: William Garvey 07947 421806
email: gsl@1stwonershscouts.org.uk
www.1stwonershscouts.org.uk

The Parish Council is currently seeking an
experienced bookkeeper. Please get in Your councillors:
898006
touch with the Clerk if you would like to Rod Weale (Chairman)
Mike Band
892880
express an interest in this role.
892231
The Parish Office, located at Wonersh Sports Chris Crouch
894437
Pavilion, is at present closed to residents in Chris Howard
07966 269182
response to the coronavirus outbreak. Make Ben Knight
an appointment to meet outdoors with the Stephen Lavender 07966 533951
07931 542616
Parish Clerk, Lisa Davison: call 892601 or Malcolm Scott
Anthony
Shutes
890831
email clerk@wonershparish.org.
Email
Nathalie Walmsley-Beveridge
messages are monitored Monday to Friday,
07951 976950
and telephone messages on a weekly basis.
Please telephone any of us if you have a local issue you would like to discuss.
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FAMILY RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
Qualified, experienced staff available 24 hours a day every day

01483 276500
Dobbe House, Ewhurst Road, Cranleigh, GU6 7AA
www.familyfuneralservices.co.uk
Our Family Serving Your Family

A modern practice with traditional
values for all pets.
01483 455355 www.oakbarnvets.com
Pete van Dongen DVM CertVR MRCVS CCRT

ABACUS

Wonersh Pest Control
and

Wonersh Wasp Control
Pest Control you can count on
Telephone:

01483 299307

Inclusion of an advertisement in this magazine does not imply that the Church
endorses, or takes responsibility for, any product or service provided.

Alan Greenwood & Sons
Your Local Truly Independent
Family Funeral Directors
alangreenwoodfunerals.com

The Funeral Service that caters
for everyone’s needs
 A choice of the latest Jaguar or Mercedes
Hearses and Limousines
 Home visit arrangements
 Pre-paid funeral plans
 Memorials
 Caring 24 hour Service
The Greenwood Family are directly involved in the
running of the Company, ensuring that your wishes
are carried out with precise attention to detail.

34 Madrid Road, Guildford, GU2 7NU

01483 449 554

66 Send Road, Send, Woking, GU23 7EU

01483 210 222

WARN’S GARAGEWA

For extending and remodelling your home,
bringing design & (eco)inspiration.
Waverley BC Accredited Agent
01483 893459

johnwallisarchitecture.co.uk
WARN’S GARAGEWA

PLASTERER

Friendlyand
and reliable
Friendly
reliable
PA/Lifestyle assistant

I provide a unique service tailored to assist with tasks
you don’t have time for or find difficult to do yourself.
I work with individuals, busy families and businesses.
Please contact Rand Ellen
for more information.

07944 963849

www.pa-time.co.uk
MASON VOLLER LIMITED

NICEIC registered
Electrical Contractors - Domestic and
Commercial - Installation & Repairs

Builders Yard, Barton Road, Bramley, GU5 0EB

info@masonvoller.co.uk

01483 572763

R. A. ROBERTSON & SONS
High Street, Bramley.
Tel: Guildford 892207
Electrical Contractors

TV - Domestic appliances - Sales & Service

WARN’S GARAGEWA

MJP Plumbing &
Heating Ltd
Will do any job from a tap washer to
refitting your bathroom.
Boiler repairs and servicing.
Gas safe registered.
Contact Mike on 07768 844276
or mike@mjpplumbing.com

Inclusion of an advertisement in this magazine does not imply that the Church
endorses, or takes responsibility for, any product or service provided.

